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Bio hazardous Waste
“Medical waste” means waste which meets both of the following requirements:

(1) The waste is composed of waste which is generated or produced as a result of any of the following
actions:

(A) Diagnosis, treatment, or immunization of human beings or animals.
(B) Research pertaining to the activities specified in subparagraph (A).
(C) The production or testing of biological.
(D) The accumulation of properly contained home-generated sharps waste that is brought by a
patient, a member of the patient’s family, or by a person authorized by the enforcement agency, to a
point of consolidation approved by the enforcement agency pursuant to Section 117904 or authorized
pursuant to Section 118147.
(E) Removal of a regulated waste, as defined in Section 5193 of Title 8 of the California Code of
Regulations, from a trauma scene by a trauma scene waste management practitioner.

(2) The waste is either of the following:
(A) Bio hazardous waste.
(B) Sharps waste.

(3) Waste also includes, but is not limited to:
(A) blood-soaked bandages
(B) culture dishes and other glassware
(C) discarded surgical gloves
(D) discarded surgical instruments
(E) discarded needles used to give shots or draw blood (e.g., medical sharps)
(F) cultures, stocks, swabs used to inoculate cultures
(G) removed body organs (e.g., tonsils, appendices, limbs)
(H) discarded lancets

“Bio hazardous waste” means any of the following:
A. Laboratory waste, including, but not limited to, all of the following:

1. Human or animal specimen cultures from medical and pathology laboratories.
2. Cultures and stocks of infectious agents from research and industrial laboratories.
3. Wastes from the production of bacteria, viruses, spores, discarded live and attenuated vaccines

used in human health care or research, discarded animal vaccines, including Brucellosis and
Contagious Ecthyma, as identified by the department, and culture dishes and de-vices used to
transfer, inoculate, and mix cultures.

B. Human surgery specimens or tissues removed at surgery or autopsy, which are suspected by the
attending physician and surgeon or dentist of being contaminated with infectious agents known to be
contagious to humans.

C. Waste, which at the point of transport from the generator’s site, at the point of disposal, or
thereafter, contains recognizable fluid blood, fluid blood products, containers or equipment
containing  blood that is fluid, or blood from animals known to be infected with diseases which are
highly communicable to humans.

D. Waste containing discarded materials contaminated with excretion, exudate, or secretions from
humans that are required to be isolated by the infection control staff, the attending physician and
surgeon, or the local health officer, to protect others from highly communicable diseases that are
highly communicable to humans.
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Bio hazardous Waste Standard:
Containers may be of any color and shall be labeled with the words “Bio hazardous Waste” or with the
international biohazard symbol and the word “BIOHAZARD” on the lid and on the sides so as to be visible
from any lateral direction.

Bio hazardous Waste Handling Procedures:
Any persons manually loading or unloading containers of medical waste shall be provided by their employer
at the beginning of each shift with, and shall be required to wear, clean and protective gloves and coveralls,
changeable lab coats, or other protective clothing.  The department may require, by regulation, other
protective devices appropriate to the type of medical waste being handled.

Bio hazardous Waste Storage:
A designated accumulation area used for the storage of medical waste containers prior to transportation or
treatment shall be secured so as to deny access to unauthorized persons and shall be marked with warning
signs on, or adjacent to, the exterior of entry doors, gates, or lids.  The storage area may be secured by use of
locks on entry doors, gates, or receptacle lids.  The wording of warning signs shall be in English, “CAUTION—
BIOHAZARDOUS WASTE STORAGE AREA—UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS KEEP OUT,” and in Spanish, “CUIDADO—
ZONA DE RESIDUOS—BIOLOGICOS PELIGROSOS—PROHIBIDA LA ENTRADA A PERSONAS NO AUTORIZADAS,”
or in another language, in addition to English, determined to be appropriate by the infection control staff or
enforcement agency.  A warning sign concerning infectious waste, as that term was defined by Section
25117.5 as it read on December 31, 1990, that sign having been installed before April 1, 1991, meets the
requirements of this section, until the sign is changed and as long as the sign is not moved.  Warning signs
shall be readily legible during daylight from a distance of at least 25 feet.  Any enclosure or designated
accumulation area shall provide medical waste protection from animals and natural elements and shall not
provide a breeding place or a food source for insects or rodents.

Sharps Waste Handling Procedures:
Sharps Container “Sharps container” means a rigid puncture-resistant container that, when sealed, is leak
resistant and cannot be reopened without great difficulty.

Sharps Waste “Sharps waste” means any device having acute rigid corners, edges, or protuberances capable
of cutting or piercing, including, but not limited to, all of the following:

(a) Hypodermic needles, hypodermic needles with syringes, blades, needles with attached tubing,
syringes contaminated with bio hazardous waste, acupuncture needles, and root canal files.
(b) Broken glass items, such as Pasteur pipettes and blood vials contaminated with bio hazardous
waste.  (c) Any item capable of cutting or piercing that is contaminated with trauma scene waste.

To containerize sharps waste, a person shall do all of the following:
(a) Place all sharps waste into a sharps container.
(b) Tape closed or tightly lid full sharps containers ready for disposal to preclude loss of contents.
(c) Store sharps containers ready for disposal for not more than thirty days without the written
approval of the enforcement agency.
(d) Label sharps containers with the words “sharps waste” or with the international biohazard symbol
and the word “BIOHAZARD”.

Source:
Medical Waste Management Act California Health and Safety Code Sections 117600 – 118360
www.cdph.ca.gov/.../MedicalWaste/MedicalWasteManagementAct
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/medicalwaste/Pages/default.aspx



You must also train workers who are required to
wear personal protective equipment on how to
do the following:
• Use protective equipment properly,
• Be aware of when personal protective equip-

ment is necessary,
• Know what kind of protective equipment is

necessary,
• Understand the limitations of personal protec-

tive equipment in protecting workers from
injury,

• Put on, adjust, wear, and take off personal pro-
tective equipment, and

• Maintain protective equipment properly.

Protection from Head Injuries
Hard hats can protect your workers from head
impact, penetration injuries, and electrical
injuries such as those caused by falling or
flying objects, fixed objects, or contact with
electrical conductors. Also, OSHA regulations
require employers to ensure that workers
cover and protect long hair to prevent it from
getting caught in machine parts such as belts
and chains.

Protection from Foot and Leg Injuries
In addition to foot guards and safety shoes,
leggings (e.g., leather, aluminized rayon, or
otherappropriate material) can help prevent
injuries by protecting workers from hazards
such as falling or rolling objects, sharp objects,
wet and slippery surfaces, molten metals, hot
surfaces, and electrical hazards.

Protection from Eye and Face Injuries
Besides spectacles and goggles, personal
protective equipment such as special helmets
or shields, spectacles with side shields, and
faceshields can protect workers from the haz-
ards of flying fragments, large chips, hot sparks,

Employer Responsibilities
OSHA’s primary personal protective equip-
ment standards are in Title 29 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 1910 Subpart I,
and equivalent regulations in states with OSHA-
approved state plans, but you can find protec-
tive equipment requirements elsewhere in the
General Industry Standards. For example, 29
CFR 1910.156, OSHA’s Fire Brigades Standard,
has requirements for firefighting gear. In addi-
tion, 29 CFR 1926.95-106 covers the construc-
tion industry. OSHA’s general personal protec-
tive equipment requirements mandate that
employers conduct a hazard assessment of
their workplaces to determine what hazards
are present that require the use of protective
equipment, provide workers with appropriate
protective equipment, and require them to use
and maintain it in sanitary and reliable condition.

Using personal protective equipment is often
essential, but it is generally the last line of
defense after engineering controls, work prac-
tices, and administrative controls. Engineering
controls involve physically changing a machine
or work environment. Administrative controls
involve changing how or when workers do
their jobs, such as scheduling work and rotat-
ing workers to reduce exposures. Work prac-
tices involve training workers how to perform
tasks in ways that reduce their exposure to
workplace hazards.

As an employer, you must assess your work-
place to determine if hazards are present
that require the use of personal protective
equipment. If such hazards are present, you
must select protective equipment and require
workers to use it, communicate your protective
equipment selection decisions to your workers,
and select personal protective equipment that
properly fits your workers.

FactSheet
Personal Protective Equipment
Personal protective equipment, or PPE, is designed to protect workers from serious

workplace injuries or illnesses resulting from contact with chemical, radiological, physi-

cal, electrical, mechanical, or other workplace hazards. Besides face shields, safety

glasses, hard hats, and safety shoes, protective equipment includes a variety of devices

and garments such as goggles,coveralls, gloves, vests, earplugs, and respirators.



This is one in a series of informational fact sheets highlighting OSHA programs, policies or
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optical radiation, splashes from molten metals,
as well as objects, particles, sand, dirt, mists,
dusts, and glare.

Protection from Hearing Loss
Wearing earplugs or earmuffs can help prevent
damage to hearing. Exposure to high noise
levels can cause irreversible hearing loss or
impairment as well as physical and psychologi-
cal stress. Earplugs made from foam, waxed
cotton, or fiberglass wool are self-forming and
usually fit well. A professional should fit your
workers individually for molded or preformed
earplugs. Clean earplugs regularly, and replace
those you cannot clean.

Protection from Hand Injuries
Workers exposed to harmful substances through
skin absorption, severe cuts or lacerations,
severe abrasions, chemical burns, thermal
burns, and harmful temperatureextremes will
benefit from hand protection.

Protection from Body Injury
In some cases workers must shield most or all
of their bodies against hazards in the work-
place, such as exposure to heat and radiation as
well as hot metals, scalding liquids, body fluids,
hazardous materials or waste, and other haz-
ards. In addition to fire-retardant wool and fir-
eretardant cotton, materials used in whole-body
personal protective equipment include rubber,
leather, synthetics, and plastic.

When to Wear Respiratory Protection
When engineering controls are not feasible,
workers must use appropriate respirators to
protect against adverse health effects caused by
breathing air contaminated with harmful dusts,
fogs, fumes, mists, gases, smokes, sprays, or
vapors. Respirators generally cover the nose
and mouth or the entire face or head and help
prevent illness and injury. A proper fit is essen-
tial, however, for respirators to be effective.
Required respirators must be NIOSH-approved
and medical evaluation and training must be
provided before use.

Additional Information
For additional information concerning protec-
tive equipment view the publication, Assessing
the Need for Personal Protective Equipment: A
Guide for Small Business Employers (OSHA
3151) available on OSHA’s web site at www.
osha. gov. For more information about personal
protective equipment in the construction indus-
try, visit www.osha-slc.gov/SLTC/construc-
tionppe/ index.html.

Contacting OSHA
To report an emergency, file a complaint or seek
OSHA advice, assistance or products, call (800)
321-OSHA or contact your nearest OSHA
regional or area office.


